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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To automatically detect a 
subject for video signal encoding. 

SOLUTION: In response to a video signal 26 showing such a 
succession of frames that the frames are successive and at 
least one of the frames correspond to an image of the 
object, a face look detection system 14 detects at least one 
area of the object. The face look detection system 14 
consists of processors 94, 96, 106, and 108 which detect ^ 
areas of the object featured with at least part of a closed 
curve of the area of the object by processing a video signal 
and generates plural parameters related to the closed curve 
used for the encoding of the video signal. 
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